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FORTY

Beverly Hills’ Award-Winning
Professional Theatre Company

Dear Subscribers and Friends:
I am very excited about our 2019/2020 Season of plays
at Theatre 40. It is our 54th Anniversary Season!
It has provocative dramas, hilarious comedies, charming romances and
several premieres on our stage. All of our productions will, as always,
include Sunday Matinees. Extraordinary special events are planned
throughout the year! Your enjoyment is guaranteed especially as our
air-conditioning is working beautifully and our brand new theater seats
could not be more comfortable!

(left to right) T40 Board members: Charles Glenn - Gloria Stroock - Frederick G. Silny - Bonnie Webb
T40 Artistic Director - David Hunt Stafford • B.H. City Council member - Lili Bosse
B.H. Mayor - John Mirisch • B.H. City Council member - Dr. Julian Gold • T40 Board member - Myra Lurie
B.H. City Council member - Robert Wunderlich • B.H. Vice Mayor - Lester Friedman

Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle
RECIPIENT

“Margaret Harford Award”
for Sustained Excellence
in the Theatre

2011
Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle
WINNER
Best Solo Performance
Nazi Hunter-Simon Wiesenthal

And — back by popular demand, in its 18th year — Theatre 40’s
critically-acclaimed production of The Manor will be returning to
Greystone Mansion. I am grateful to you, our subscribers and contributors, for your unwavering support. You are the key to our continued
survival and success.
I invite all of you to join with us to celebrate our exciting 54th
Anniversary Season by subscribing to our very affordable season
package — 6 plays for only $180 — we are still the best buy in town!
I look forward to welcoming you at the theatre, where as a bonus, the
on-site parking is always ample and FREE!
David Hunt Stafford
Artistic & Managing Director,
Theatre 40 of Beverly Hills

2009 Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce
Business Excellence Award Winner: Entrepreneurial Category

2019-2020 FIFTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY Season

❆ One American Premiere ❆ Three World Premieres ❆ One L.A. Premiere
❆ Best Ticket Price In Town ❆ Free (Covered) Parking ❆ Wheelchair Accessibility
❆ Flexibility In Schedule ❆ Air-Conditioned Comfort
Theatre 40 of Beverly Hills
is supported, in part, by grants from

and

2019-20 Board of Directors

James Jahant – Chairman
Charles Glenn
Dr. Robert Karns

Lya Cordova Latta
Myra Lurie
Frederick G. Silny
David Hunt Stafford

Gloria Stroock
Bonnie Webb
Marion Zola
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On-Line!
We have a new
and convenient, easy to use,
on-line Shopping Cart!
No muss, no fuss! A couple of clicks and
you have subscribed for the whole year!
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Fifteen
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Room

Play 1 — COMEDY
☛ Renovations for Six

AMERICAN Premiere

July 18 - August 18, 2019
Play 2

3

by Colin Speer Crowley

— timely new DRAMA
☛ The Surveillance Trilogy
world premiere

Directed by Jules Aaron

September 19 - October 13, 2019
Play 3 — DRAMA
☛ Fifteen Men in a Smoke-Filled Room
los angeles Premiere

November 14 - December 15, 2019
Play 4

— FAMILY DRAMA
☛ Sunday Dinner
WORLD PREMIERE

January 16 - February 16, 2020
Play 5

— historial drama
☛ Taming the Lion
world premiere

March 13 - April 13, 2020
— comedy
☛ Incident
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Play 6

LOS ANGELES PREMIERE

May 15 - June 15, 2020

All plays will perform
Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 8:00pm
Sunday Matinees at 2:00pm
All dates and times subject to change.

A

young couple (new in town) decide to host
a dinner party so they can make friends
and promote their business. They invite a
couple who have abandoned their song-anddance act and show biz to raise their daughter
and a haughty psychiatrist and her engineer
husband who has given up his high-paying job
to write a novel. All three couples are stressed,
undergoing house renovations and could use
a little fix-up in the relationship department as
well. All hell breaks loose at the dinner party
in this fast-paced comedy where couples,
designs and cultures clash.

P

eculiar. 1953 Los Angeles. A couple returns
home to discover they are being spied
upon by government informants. 2017
Havana, a doctor and his patient grapple with the
debilitating affects of espionage that have nearly
shuttered the U.S. Embassy. 2019 Encino, a
screenwriter discovers her artificial intelligence
assistant is listening in with an agenda all its
own. This play reveals the past and present
ways our relationships, our electronic devices,
and our very lives can be spied upon — and
turned against us.

C

hicago. June 1920. The Republican National
Convention is in full swing. Warren G.
Harding is overwhelmed by the prospect of
being the nominee of the Republican Party for
President. Hounded by an ambitious campaign
manager, a paralyzingly superstitious wife, a
star-struck young mistress, and the frightening
pull of inevitability, Harding seems destined to
be President ... or is he? This plays explores the
extents to which fate controls our lives. Is there
a higher power that determines our destinies or
are we the aggregate result of the idiosyncracies
of flawed humanness.
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Winner of the Julie Harris Playwright Award Competition
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Incident at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help

What the Critics Have Said:
☛ RENOVATIONS FOR SIX
“One of the funniest and most ingenious plays by Canada’s most
produced playwright I have ever seen.”
— Christopher Hoile | Stage Door

“A funny, smart play about relationships and how they are tested
during renovations — humor with heart — that is it!”
— Lynn Slotkin | The Slotkin Letter

☛ THE SURVEILLANCE TRILOGY

written
and directed by
Tony Blake

Siskind’s [previous] play is an emotionally engaging evening that is
certainly heartfelt. Her uniformly prepossessing and articulate teens
are quick to confide and receptive to suggestion. Sharing, caring
and forthcoming, her adolescents plum the depths of that hidden,
subterranean world that remains frustratingly arcane to many parents
and professionals who engage in a daily battle for understanding, with
no guarantee of success. — Los Angeles Times

☛ 15 MEN IN A SMOKE-FILLED ROOM
by Jack Rushen

by Katie Forgette

Directed by
Melanie MacQueen

Directed by
Ann Hearn Tobolowsky
LOS ANGELES Premiere

“In modern day politics, behind-the-scenes tactics and the so-called
“smoke-filled room” are no longer restricted to national conventions.
Now we have an unending litany of state primaries, and the intervening factors of television networks, social media, biased pundits, and,
sadly, even foreign countries that affect our elections. Things may have
been simpler a hundred years ago, but they were no less sordid, as
this play admirably shows.” — Broadway World

☛ SUNDAY DINNER
Writer and Executive Producer Tony Mascolo (a.k.a.Tony Blake) has
written and produced over 200 hours of prime time television, writing
for over a dozen one hour dramas. He now takes his craft to the stage
with the world premiere of his poignant family drama Sunday Dinner,
a moving portrait of a working class family that finds itself slowly
disintegrating under the weight of one too many secrets.

☛ TAMING THE LION

A

young Catholic priest has just flown home to
inform his parents of a major life-changing
decision. But his declaration is interrupted
when his father pulls him aside to “confess” an
ugly family secret; a secret that is about to help
some family members, but seriously harm others.
Expecting to receive absolution and clear his
conscience, the father is stymied when the son/
priest refuses to grant his father’s request, leaving
the son wrestling with whether or not to reveal his
father’s deceit. Does the truth really set us free?
And is doing the right thing worth the price when
the consequences can have long-lasting, crippling
effects on a family?

WORLD Premiere

T

his is the story of the contentious
relationship between movie mogul Louis
B. Mayer, and the first openly gay star,
William Haines.
Under incredible stress to keep suspicious
stories out of the press, Mayer develops a plot
to pressure Haines to end his relationship, and
take part in a fake marriage. He even goes
so far as to blackmail Joan Crawford, Haines’
best friend, into helping him to destroy their
relationship. Haines almost complies until a
soul searching evening guides his conscience
to make a choice to be who he is.

Jack is a two-time first place winner of the Julie Harris Playwriting
Award, for his plays IMAGE, and TAMING THE LION. He has also
been a semi-finalist for the O’Neill Conference in Waterford, CT three
times. IMAGE has been mentored in development at top theatres
across the country, including Emerging Artists in New York City,
Theatre 40, Wordsmyth in Houston, Artemesia in Chicago, Centre
Stage in South Carolina, Penguin Rep in Westchester, and the Theatre
Artists Workshop in Norwalk, CT. TAMING THE LION was featured
recently at the Berkshire Theatre Festival, and won a prestigious grant
from the Arch and Bruce Brown Foundation.

M

oney-strapped family tries to cope in
1973. 19 year-old daughter is our narrator
and she is attempting to re-enact the
most turbulent day of her life, but her family
keep interrupting to tell their side of the story.
The 70s were a time of old school living; no
social media and public ridicule in a close-knit
community was the ultimate nightmare. Her
parents want her to explain to her younger
sister about the birds and the bees. Somehow
the blunt explanation is overheard by the parish
priest and he is not amused. He confronts her
parents about the “corruption of their eldest
daughter’s very soul.”

☛ INCIDENT

AT OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
“In Forgette’s brilliantly imagined and unforgettable rendering, the four
residents of ‘A Facility For Living’ inhabit a Catch-22 world ... cleverly
embedded in this modern theater of the absurd are memorable and
profound meditations about mortality.” — Crosscut
“[Facility] is a dark comedy about getting old, respecting human dignity, and examining how society treats the elderly ... Forgette does a
remarkable job being fresh and funny about a subject not easily joked
about ...” — Seattle Examiner

Subscribe On-Line!

Easy! No muss, no fuss! A couple of clicks
and you have subscribed for the whole year!

www.Theatre40.org

It’s Easy To Become A Subscriber
Subscribe Online www.theatre40.org or 310-364-0535

The 2019-2020 Subscriber Package
includes 6 Plays for $180
Subscribers save $30 per subscription
over regular single ticket price!
Benefits of becoming a Season Subscriber

Become a
Subscriber,
Patron, Sponsor,
Angel or Founder
of Theatre 40

• Six exciting plays at one low subscription rate
• Attend the evening or matinee of your choice
• Convenient ticket reservations by phone
• Advance notification of all plays
• Get the best seats in the house

Benefits of becoming a
Patron, Sponsor, Angel or Founder

All the subscriber benefits, plus:

• 4 Tickets To All Six Plays
• Invitations to Patron Night Dinners and Cast Parties
• Personal Recognition in all Theatre 40 programs

Every year generous subscribers support us,
in addition to their subscriptions,
by donating the much needed funds
we depend on for high quality productions.

The longest running professional
theatre in Beverly Hills
and one of the most respected
companies in Los Angeles

Patron: $600 -$850
Sponsor: $851 -$1,500
Angel: $1,501 - $2,500
Founder: $2,501 & above
For our 54th Anniversary Celebration,
we would be honored to name a production for
you, your company or a loved one,
in recognition and acknowledgement
of a contribution of $20,000.

Theatre

40 of Beverly hills

Subscription MAIL Order Form

Please complete this form and mail to:
Theatre 40, P.O. Box 5401, Beverly Hills, Calif. 90210
Make checks payable to Theatre 40
Name
Address
City

________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

State

_________________________________

Home

phone

_____________________

Air-conditioned theatre • Disabled Access • Free on-site indoor parking
Theatre 40 is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization

Zip
phone

_________________
__________________

Please Include Your Email address ___________________________________

PLEASE CHECK all that apply
❑ Current subscriber, please renew
❑ Lapsed subscriber, please renew

❑ This is a new address
❑ I am a new subscriber

I would like to subscribe:

❑ 2019-2020 SEASON PACKAGE
All 6 plays - # of subscriptions ___ @ $180 each = __________
Theatre 40 would be honored to have you
become a ... (Please check one):
❑ Friend: $50 - $599			
❑ Patron: $600 - $850			
❑ Sponsor: $851 - $1,500				
❑ Angel: $1,501 - $2,500 				
❑ Founder: $2,501 and above			
❑ Sponsor a Production: $20,000			

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

❑ I am including a Tax Deductible Gift
to commemorate the 54th Anniversary ________________________

Theatre 40 is in residence at the
Reuben Cordova Theatre,
conveniently located on the campus of
Beverly Hills High School
241 Moreno Drive • Beverly Hills

Bus

Credit card users add $3 per subscription _____
				

TOTAL_____________

I wish to pay by: ❑ Check ❑ Visa ❑ Mastercard ❑ AMEX
Card # __________________________________ Exp. Date _________
CVV code # ______ Signature ____________________________

THANK YOU!

“... no struggling with traffic to enjoy an evening of fine theater,
we have a splendid and highly professional theater right here
in Beverly Hills, Theatre 40!” — Beverly Hills Weekly

The Manor

celebratory S e a s o n

2019-2020

(310) 364-0535
www.theatre40.org

P.O. Box 5401 • Beverly Hills • CA 90210

Theatre
40
of Beverly hills

Join the excitement!

Theatre 40’s 54th Anniversary

— Obed Medina | EDGE on line Magazine

“Theatre 40 has found in ‘Dinner With Friends’
a reaffirmation of the quality of performances that set
them off as one of the best theatres in Los Angeles.”

